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Blue Jays go red
Jefferson raises awareness for heart health  

and celebrates a life

The high school’s varsity volleyball team supports Coach Nagel during the Red Week game against Festus. The week helped raise over $2200 for a 
scholarship fund available to graduating Jefferson students entering the medical field after high school.  

people who were involved in my recovery 
and treatment,” Nagel said. “I wanted to 
make some sort of  scholarship fund, so we 
could help give back to kids going into the 
medical field.”
 The volleyball game against Festus 
that Thursday was also dedicated to Nagel 
with a special ceremony held between JV 
and Varsity. Nagel found out only the night 
before the game that Dr. Schuessler and the 
first responders that saved her life would be 
in attendance. 
 “I was very nervous about being the 
center of  attention,” Nagel said, “but when I 
was told that the first responders and physi-
cal therapist were going to be there, I became 
extra nervous. They saw me at my worse. ”
Carson, Nagel’s son, however, managed to 
lighten the mood. His dabbing during the 
ceremony, Nagel said, took the edge off  
for her. “He’s so perfectly Carson,” Nagel 
said.  
 “I learned very early in my teaching 
and coaching career that smiling or laughing 
is also a way of  dealing with the stress of  
a situation. His way of  handling the tension 
was to do what he does. It did take a lot of  

On July 16, Varsity Volleyball Coach Ashleigh 
Nagel was out shopping with her two children 
when she suddenly went into cardiac arrest. Dr. 
Scott Schuessler and his team at Elite Physical 
Therapy saw Nagel collapse in the parking lot 
and immediately took action. 
 “I was checking for her pulse on her 
arm, checking her neck, trying to get some sort 
of  response from her. Nothing happened,” 
Schuessler said. He administered CPR for over 
18 minutes before paramedics arrived and 
rushed Nagel to the hospital where she began 
her fight to return home. 
 In honor of  Coach Nagel, her family, 
and the individuals present that day, Jefferson 
High School celebrated Red Week Sept. 24 
through 28.  Over the course of  the week, stu-
dents promoted heart health by dressing in red 
and raising funds in support of  Coach Nagel. 
Instead of  accepting the donations, however, 
Nagel decided to pay it forward.
“I had thought very early on in my recovery 
that I wanted to do something special for the 

by Kendall Runzi
co-editor-in -chief

by Catryn Cattoor
staff  writer

Deputy Brent Nanney has never been one to miss an 
opportunity or turn away from a challenge. After high 
school, Nanney’s uncle gave him the inspiring advice 
that 99.9 percent of  things in this world happen out-
side of  Jefferson County. So, at 20 years old, Nanney 
headed out west to get a taste of  what this expansive 
world had to offer. His car ended up breaking down 
in Colorado Springs and that is where he stayed for 
about two and a half  years. He made a living working 
at a lumberyard and even tried his hand at bull riding. 
This adventurous spirit carried over into his love for 
law enforcement. 
 Growing up, Nanney was neighbors with a po-
liceman and always felt safe because of  it. Through-
out his childhood he also witnessed other kids getting 
bullied and saw people with bad home situations, and 
knew he wanted to do something about it. After trav-
eling the country and acquiring real-life experiences 
of  the outside world, he made his way back to his 
home in Jefferson County and became a police officer 
at age 23. 
 Nanney has an extensive background in law en-
forcement. He has spent most of  his career working 
in the narcotics unit. For a short time he worked at 
Northwest High School as a school resource officer, 
before eventually making his way to his alma mater of  
Jefferson R-VII. 
 “I can definitely tell he has an attachment to 
the community and the district,” said English teacher, 
Mrs. Christy Hueter. Nanney was a student in the Jef-
ferson R-VII School District from Kindergarten until 
8th grade, where he then went to Festus High School. 
After having a few resource officers rotate through 
the past few years, many are happy to have Nanney 
back in the district. Students and teachers alike can 
already see a change in the school. 
 “I think he is really going out of  his way to 
make connections and form relationships with stu-
dents, and it seems like high school students are really 
responding to him,” said Hueter. Not only is Nanney 
friendly with all the students, but their safety is also 
his number one priority. In his work, he has made the 
promise to always put students and employees before 
himself, no matter what. Nanney hopes that students 
will realize that as a police officer, he is there to help 
and students can talk to him about almost anything 
and everything. In the coming months, Nanney hopes 
to put a friendly face on what most just see as a police 
officer with a patrol car. He seems to be off  to a pret-
ty good start. 

There’s a 
new officer 

in town

the stress off  me, too.”
Nagel’s family, especially her mom and her 
husband, Nagel said, have really been her big-
gest support over the past few months, and 
she has come a long way in her recovery.  “As 
I woke up and things were told to me, my first 
reaction was disbelief,” said Nagel. “When I 
stood up for the first time and had no use of  
my legs, that was my first realization that this 
was going to be a long road, but I never doubt-
ed making a full recovery.”
 Although there is still some healing 
taking place, Nagel has really been able to 
return to her normal activities, she said, and 
overall, the experience has left her with a 
valuable outlook. “Anyone who has faced any 
life-altering injury or trauma can tell you that 
life is short, but I think, too, that just trusting 
God that everything will work out has been a 
huge lesson for me,” said Nagel. “I want other 
people to realize that God is working in all of  
our lives.”
 Red Week helped raise over $2200 for 
scholarships for students entering the medical 
field.

Photo by Courtney Gremminger

Sundus Malik is part of  The Leader’s new teen 
advisory board, a group composed of  local high school 
students who meet bi-monthly to discuss and report on 
issues relevant to teenagers. The article below, written 
by Malik, ran in the Nov. 1 issue on a special spread 
covering teens’ involvement in the election and voting 
process. 

Summer. A time where most teens choose to 
spend time with friends, get a summer job at 
the pool, or lay on the sofa. Not junior Peyton 
Kidkul, however. After receiving an email 
from the Claire McCaskill campaign, he made 
the decision to become a full-time campaign 
volunteer.
 “I thought that hey, if  I helped her 

campaign, I would be helping someone I 
agree with get into office, as well as getting 
experience, and so I went”, said Kidkul. He 
describes his application process to get the 
position to be similar to a job interview. “They 
had a series of  questions and essays to fill, 
what issues you agree with, what issues are 
most important to you, will you try your best 
to help the campaign etc. Then you submit 
it to a regional director and they’ll give you a 
call”.
 After Kidkul was selected, he received 
confidential packets and information regarding 
the campaign: He immediately began his job 
of  canvassing. His day-to-day work included 
traveling to various neighborhoods throughout 
the area and reaching out to an individual from 
each home about MaCaskill's campaign. 
 On an average day, Kidkul would visit 

the campaign office in Arnold, grab a packet 
of  handouts, and try to visit five or so neigh-
borhoods in a seven-hour shift. These tasks 
became especially difficult when the summer 
heat and distance to travel became greater.
 Though Kidkul would have liked to 
receive money to pay for fuel for his trips, 
a small break during his shift, or even a free 
lunch, he did enjoy his experience overall. He 
learned a few valuable lessons to take with him 
in future years.  “I know I’m not going to can-
vas for myself  unless I have to,” said Kidkul. “ 
I gained experience, and [got] to know people”
 That being said, Kidkul chose to stop 
working eventually, as he felt canvassing did 
not personally suit him. Since there were no 
other jobs available for him at that time, that 
meant that he was unable to work for the 
campaign for the season. He does believe, 

despite the tasks not fitting his needs, that the 
canvassing job may suit 
other people. 
 As for the near 
future, Kidkul sees 
himself  volunteering for 
another campaign and 
will continue to support 
the McCaskill campaign. 
Kidkul currently intends 
on becoming a politician 
himself  and found that 
campaign volunteering 
was a good step to take 
in learning the basics of  

running a campaign.

No free lunch
by Sundus Malik

news editor 

There were no frills for McCaskill campaign volunteer
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New teachers are ready to step up to the plate by Brayden Surratt
staff  writer

Being the new kid at a different high school is always stressful. 
Now add in language barriers and an entirely new culture, and 
it makes the school year just a bit more difficult. Three new ex-
change students started the year off  at Jefferson.  
 With only references from High School Musical and other 
similar TV shows and movies, exchange students Senior Lucille 
Landureau, Senior Pie Sektheera, and Junior Francine Rehm, went 
into the school year not really knowing what an authentic Ameri-
can experience would be like. “I expected that every house would 
have an American flag,” said Rehm. “Overall, I didn’t have many 
expectations, so I wouldn’t be disappointed,” said Rehm. 
 The biggest differences they’ve noticed have actually in-
volved school. “We take sky trains to get to school,” said Sek-
theera, who back in Thailand took the sky train, which is a train 
elevated over the roads, to and from school everyday, so seeing 
students drive themselves to school is a bit shocking. One thing 
that Landureau, Sektheera, and Rehm have all noticed is that 
American high schools show great pride in their school activities. 
“I like the school spirit,” said Rehm. “We don’t have something 
like that in Germany.” 
 The other thing that makes American school unique is the 
apparent friendships between students and teachers. “I think how 

“It’s just different here” 

by  Sydney Labruyere
staff  writer

Mr. Jacob Brooks is a new teacher in the Jefferson special edu-
cation department. He graduated from Hillsboro High School 
in 2013. Following high school, he enrolled at Jefferson College 
where he completed two years of  study prior to transferring 
to Southeast Missouri State University. At SEMO, he earned a 
Bachelor’s degree in special and elementary education. In high 
school, Brooks was a student leader, active in National Honor 
Society and Student Council. He was also an athlete, playing both 
baseball and basketball. Brooks is passionate about teaching, and 
when asked what he would do if  he wasn’t teaching, he was hard 
pressed to come up with any alternative, except for a lighthearted 
joke about professional baseball or basketball. 
 Brooks had a lot of  familiarity with the R-VII district be-
fore he even applied to work here, since he knew several Jefferson 
teachers and staff  who were at Hillsboro when he was a student 
there. So far Brooks is happy with his decision to join the R-VII 
family. “I don’t think it’s possible for a first-year teacher to have 
more support than I do right now. I love the people that I work 
with and the students that I teach. I am very grateful to be in the 
position that I am right now.”
 Ms. Jennifer McGowan grew up in Lake Ozark, Missouri 
and graduated from School of  the Osage High School, where she 
was a member of  the color guard, worked with theatre and was 
on the quiz bowl team. Though her hometown is a vacationer’s 
paradise, she loves to travel and has made several trips to Europe 
and Belize. McGowan graduated from Truman State University 
with a Bachelor’s of  Science in Chemistry and has almost com-

the students and teachers interact here is better than in Germany,” 
said Rehm. “They’re closer, almost like your friend.” 
 Being a foreign exchange student and attending a new 
school can be difficult, even more so are stomaching and answer-
ing some of  the questions students ask. “One time someone asked 
me if  we had rain in France,” said Landureau, and Sektheera was 
once asked “if  we eat dog, and the answer is no we do not.” So 
give one of  Jefferson’s foreign exchange students a wave or a hello, 
and maybe do research to avoid asking too many ridiculous ques-
tions.
Sektheera is no longer in the district and continuing her exchange 
at another high school.

Blue Jays bid farewell 
to a furry friend 

by  Macy Sample
staff  writer

Rascal Schaffer, age 2 ½, of  Festus Missouri, passed away on 
Oct. 13, 2018 at his veterinary office. In his lifetime, he re-
ceived his honorary EOC certificate in Biology with a score of  
Advanced. He enjoyed visiting people's homes on the week-
ends and during the holidays. His favorite snack was banan-
as, unless Levi Roth was in class, then he enjoyed eating beef  
jerky. 
 Rascal will be deeply missed by many family and 
friends. “I already miss the rattling sound of  the water bottle 
and the gnawing on the wood during class,” said Senior Alexis 
Armstrong. Mr. Darren Schaffer, science teacher, has shared 
a room with rascal for two years and is also feeling the loss 
of  Rascal. “I will miss sharing my snacks with him during my 
prep hour.”  
 A burial has not yet been scheduled, but will soon take 
place. Donations may be made in Rascal’s honor to PETA. 

pleted her Master’s in Chemistry. She found Truman to be a col-
lege where you had to take responsibility for your learning and 
is a proud Truman grad who never really considered going to 
any other college. She loves chemistry and being a teacher and 
was particularly impressed with the role Mr. Schaffer and Mrs. 
Rhodes played in her interview process and how well they repre-
sented the science department. 
 She is very happy to have her first teaching position at 
Jefferson, where she finds the school to be about the perfect size. 
“It’s big enough to have opportunities for students, but not so big 
that the number of  students is overwhelming.”
 Coach Breeze grew up in Festus. He was a Tiger from kin-
dergarten to graduation. In high school, he was in the band and 
choir and also spent a lot of  time on the basketball court.  He is 
a graduate of  the University of  Missouri Saint Louis.  He worked 
in various other positions before becoming a teacher. He did not 
see this when he was a high schooler, but as he got older, it was 
clear that teaching and coaching were calling his name. He taught 
fifth and sixth grade at Herculaneum for two years.  
 After Herculaneum, Breeze worked at Crystal City High 
School for eleven years teaching weight training and Criminal Jus-
tice for all of  those  years, plus P.E., Personal Finance, ACT Prep, 
History of  Sports, and Geography. Brooks said, “The support 
for the school from faculty, students, and the entire community 
is really impressive and was certainly a factor in me joining the 
district.”

Exchange students talk life in the U.S.

Jefferson welcomed three foreign exchange students this year. 
Junior Francine Rehm is from Germany, Senior Lucille Landureau 
is from France and Junior Pie Sektheera is from Thailand.
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The Inconvenient Convenience Store
Dollar General is an unwelcome addition to my front yard

ACT BLUES

by Maddy Fuller
co-editor in chief

by Laney Smith
staff  writer

Raise your hand if  you have ever been personally 
victimized by the ACT. I expect every single per-
son to have his or her hand raised as high in the 
air as possible. For as long as I can remember, 
teachers and parents have always said that the 
ACT was the most important standardized test 
you will ever take in your life. Who knew that 
these multiple choice questions would possibly 
dictate what college you get into, or how much 
money you get in merit scholarships? It is the 
bridge you build to get from high school to your 
future. If  you do badly, your bridge is weak and 
could possibly break. If  you get a good score, 
then your bridge is strong and sturdy, or so it 
seems.
Since seventh grade, students have been pre-
paring for the 215 questions and two hours and 
fifty five minutes of  testing, but has this much 
preparation, dedication and money always gone 
into the ACT? The answer is no. After talking 
to teachers and other parents about the ACT,  I 
have come to a conclusion. The test has grown 
in preparation and anticipation, but not impor-
tance.  
 The ACT has always been important for 
students preparing for their future collegiate 
academic career; however, some things have 
changed. My mom, for example, barely did any 
preparation for the ACT, she never payed to get 
her old test back, and she definitely did not take 
the test more than once, and she turned out just 
fine. Personally speaking, I have done the com-
plete opposite. To say the least, for my four years 
of  high school the ACT has taken over my life. 
From the advisory study sessions to the many 
practice tests I took on my own, hours and hours 
of  groundwork took place. I took my first ACT 
during the summer going into my sophomore 
year. I have borrowed/bought ACT preparation 
books and lastly, I have taken the ACT seven 
times. SEVEN TIMES. Yet I am still not satisfied 
with my score. But who’s to blame for that?
 I feel that the hype for the ACT has caused 
kids to feel bad for not reaching their goal score. 
Kids from all score ranges rant about the ACT. 
Someone who got a 20 on the ACT or someone 
who got a 29 both say the same thing: the ACT 
makes them feel so dumb. I understand that the 
ACT is an important test that colleges use to de-
cide whether they believe you would be an asset 
to their college. However, there are so many oth-
er things to take into consideration that students 
and colleges likely overlook. Other factors such 
as involvement in clubs, extracurricular activities, 
and volunteer hours are also important, but we 
don’t see or hear kids stressing out or putting so 
much effort into those things. 
 And perhaps the most important element 
that should be evaluated is a person’s character. 
But, alas, there is no test to score your character 
and morals. A single standardized test has be-
come too important to students and their possi-
ble academic success. But how is it possible that a 
individual test can be the deciding factor of  more 
than four years of  academic work and years of  
moral construction? 

The real high-school bully

Picture this: It’s a Sunday evening and you’re 
outside enjoying the summer weather as the sun 
goes down. The sky is painted pink over the 
never-ending field, and you can see cars coming 
from miles away. All of  a sudden, a semi-truck 
pulls up the gravel road and dumps a load of  
steel about a hundred yards away from your 
front door. 
 While there have been rumors for years 
about a possible Dollar General coming in across 
from the school, nothing has ever happened. We 
have been in our own little bubble for decades 
until this summer, when construction began out 
of  nowhere. They closed the road to my house, 
forcing us to drive through the Missouri State 
Park District Office parking lot. They tore up 

the road to build a turn lane, making getting to 
morning weights an absolute nightmare for ev-
eryone. The sound of  drills and trucks echoed 
off  the walls of  our little community. The whole 
point of  living in Jefferson R-7 is to be away 
from town, and away from all of  the busy traffic. 
 Not to mention that there is a Dollar Store 
only seven miles away from the new one. Is it re-
ally that difficult to drive seven more miles to get 
toilet paper late at night? Do you really need it 
that badly? I don’t think so. My parents wouldn’t 
walk into that store if  their lives depended on 
it. They refuse to give them their business.They, 
along with several others within the community, 
are shopping at Mary’s Market now more than 
ever. Mary’s Market has been here forever. That’s 
where you go if  you need something that you 
don’t want to drive to town for. That’s where you 
go if  you need a last minute bag of  charcoal. 
That’s where you go if  you’re craving a chocolate 

cake and you’re too lazy to go to Walmart. The 
thought of  Dollar General possibly sucking up 
Mary’s business makes me sick. 
The entire premise of  a convenience store is its 
convenience. But how convenient can it possibly 
be if  it’s literally sitting all but in your front yard? 
I share my driveway with a multi-million dollar 
corporation. Cars are in and out at all hours, and 
the lights shine through my front window while 
I’m trying to nap in my living room. While hav-
ing a dollar store in your front yard is definitely 
annoying, the main problem is not its ridiculously 
close proximity to my house; it’s the fact that it’s 
a large-scale chain coming in right across from 
our school, trying to industrialize our communi-
ty and threatening to take away from the smaller 
businesses that were already thriving here. Hey, 
here’s a thought:  if  you want to be able to walk 
to the store, consider moving to town.

SpeakOut:

“I hated the idea of it 
until I went in there and 

the gates of heaven 
opened up and said 

‘come on in.’”
-Junior Abi Chipps

“They don’t have  
cinnamon, which sucks, 
so I like Mary’s better.”

-Freshman Cami  
Menke

“Dollar General. It has 
more variety of foods 

and it’s cleaner.”

-Freshman Caleb 
Silipo

“Dollar General. Mary’s 
is overpriced, and Dollar 
General also has toys.”
 
-Senior Easton Null

Dollar General or Mary’s Market? 

by Mady Naeger
opinions editor

I think it’s fair to say that my HELA III class 
is about half  HELA, half  speech and debate. 
With such a wide range of  political opinions and 
such a limited amount of  students, “interesting 
discussions” (aka, heated arguments) are nearly 
inevitable. However, one day a few weeks ago, 
one of  these “discussions” grabbed my atten-
tion. We talked about how every day we get up 
early, come to school, and are taught the same 
things the same way as every other public school 
student in the country, and it really got me think-
ing. Our lives are filled with standardized tests, 
required reading, and homework that is handed 
out like a prescription. My question is, where is 
the individuality in that? Why does school teach 
us how to be successful in our jobs, but not how 
to be good people? We have classes on so many 
different topics: math, science, English, foreign 
language, history… but none on morals, or on 
creativity, or how to survive in the real world. 
 It feels like the school system is putting us 
through the ringer with the hopes that when we 
graduate, we will all be the prepared to be “suc-
cessful.” But what is considered success? Aca-
demic success? Some of  the worst people can 
be the smartest. Success in our jobs? Most adults 

I know complain about their jobs like it’s an 
Olympic sport, say that one moment they were 
seventeen and free of  responsibilities, and the 
next thing they knew they were waking up forty 
years later settled, unhappy with their lives and 
wondering where the time went. What is deemed 
“success” isn’t ever really made clear. But to me, 
success is measured by what kind of  person you 
are, how much of  your potential you reach, and 
whether or not you can use the things that you 
have been given to change the world around you. 
We are taught from a young age how to color 
inside the lines, how to walk single file behind 
the head in front of  us, how to raise our hands to 
speak and ask before we do absolutely anything. 
We are taught how to be controlled, to keep our 
heads ducked and not cause a scene, to study, get 
good grades and maintain a solid GPA. We are 
taught that there is only one right answer, and if  
you choose that right answer, you get a reward. 
We are taught to see things in shades of  black 
and white, good and bad, never expanding our 
minds to see that there are answers in the grey 
area, too. We are taught to conform, because if  
we don’t we will be ridiculed. We are taught that 
a number on a test or a letter on a report card 

The Stress of Success
Education at its finest

is everything, when in reality it means closer to 
nothing. 
 Outside the four beige walls of  our 
school building, no one cares what you got on 
your chemistry quiz last week. No one cares if  
you had perfect attendance, got extra credit, or 
whether or not you studied. They care what kind 
of  person you are, what you believe in, what 
your worth ethic is, and what you stand for. We 
all have so much stress placed on us to get good 
grades, get into a good college, and live a good 
life. And that is important, yes. But because 
we’re all so focused on providing ourselves with 
a good future, we’re missing what we have in the 
present. So I think it’s time we all take a deep 
breath, take off  our college-bound blinders and 
look deeper at the world around us. When you 
leave here, no one is going to remember you by 
your grades. They are going to remember you by 
who you are. 
 So, instead of  worrying so much about the 
small things, try to make a positive difference in 
the world, and the lives of  the people you share 
it with. Because if  you can do that, there’s no 
way you could ever have anything but success. 
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Athletes are held to different standards than the average student. We 
have all witnessed the infamous threats to call up coaches during class 
or seen playing time being used as incentive to keep decent grades. 
However, a line needs to be drawn regarding were the field levels out 
between students, especially when it comes to drug testing. 
 Ever since 1995, student athletes across the country have been 
required by law to consent to drug tests at school, but has it ever been 
questioned why athletes are entitled to any less privacy than non ath-
letes? Drugs like marijuana and cocaine are illegal, whether they are 
possessed by an athlete, the ordinary student, or even by a staff  mem-
ber, so why exclude all others?
 Schools claim that establishing random drug testing programs 
for their student-athletes allow the schools to identify and help stu-
dents with substance abuse problems and prevent them from physically 
harming themselves or others. Drug testing is the best way to do this, 
I admit, but if  these test are truly being used for these reasons, why 
limit them to only athletes? There are other students struggling with the 
same issues. 

Athletes shouldn’t be singled out for drug testing
No Child Left Behind

by Sundus Malik
news editor

SpeakOut:

“Cardi. Nicki is all 
plastic.”

-Junior Brandon 
Perry

“Not Cardi, because 
her ‘okurrrrrt’ is 

annoying, and Nicki 
just goes hard.”

-Coach Atley

“I don’t even know 
who they are.”

 -Coach Rouggly

“Nicki, because she 
was pronounced rap 
queen before Cardi.”

- Sophomore Lexi 
Price

Cardi B or Nicki Minaj?

 Sure, one could say the newbies perfected the moves, but did 
they truly? Think of  Eminem’s new song/ diss track which was in re-
sponse to Machine Gun Kelly raps, which was in response to another 
one of  Eminem’s raps…. get the jist? Anyways, Eminem addressed Kel-
ly’s song “Rap Devil”, whose background music was ripped off  a Drake 
song: a faster and less awkward song “Killshot.” In his song, Eminem 
pointed out that Machine Gun Kelly did not work for his title and is not 
as good of  a rapper. Though some claim his comments were too much, 
he’s called Slim Shady for a reason, so he has to be shady! Also, Kelly at-
tacked Eminem’s family in his song, which is never acceptable. Eminem 
was spitting fire, while Machine Gun Kelly was spewing smoke. 
 Choosing between rappers to listen does not need to be a fight 
between the fans though. Think of  the iconic shoe fight between Han-
nah Montana and Tyra Banks- which was just for film. No one boycotted 
one or the other. Some rappers are kind of  okay, while others are sub-
stantially better, and that is okay. Listen to both. If  you are just in it for 
the fight though, “get some haterade, get your thirst quenched” (Nicki 
Minaj, Chun Li).

September 8th, 2018 is a day that will remain in infamy. Cardi B yeeted a 
shoe at Nicki Minaj. The beef  between the two rappers seemed to have 
been left to the fans until recently when things got physical. With this 
fight along with the Eminem and Machine Gun Kelly song attacks, many 
fans are seriously beginning to question where their loyalties fall for the 
original rappers or the “wannabes”. 
 Question no more, as the choice is decently obvious. Drake, 
50 Cent, Eminem and Nicki are substantially better than their counter-
parts. Take for instance the lyrics in Cardi B’s  v popular song “Money 
Bag” when she says that the girls are “salty, they sodium, they jelly petro-
leum, always in the background, don’t ever come to the podium.” First 
off, what does it mean if  someone is petroleum? Are they valuable/does 
the U.S. want to invade them? Second, this song sounds a little-sorry, a 
lot- like  Nicki’s song “Womp Womp” which came out ten years earlier. 
In Nicki’s song she proclaims, “I am the president, where my podium? 
Why these girls salty, why they sodium, is it because my flow sicker than 
petroleum.”  It is clear that Nicki is saying her flow is smooth. These lyr-
ics are one of  many examples where Cardi’s song matches Nicki’s earlier 
beats. Just let the professionals handle it, Cardi. I mean, Nicki is the one 
who invented the moves. 

The OG’s killin’ the game
Rap Battles

Cardi B
vs

Nicki Minaj?

by Connor Surratt
staff  writer

The world is soft--so soft, in fact, I had to rewrite 
this story three times. That’s right, this is my third 
shot at a more politically correct column on the 
issue of  political correctness. 
 Political correctness has plagued America 
much like the Bubonic plague took over Europe 
in the 14th century. No, political correctness is 
not killing families and creating ghost towns, but 
it is ruining many peoples’ lives. The importance 
of  political correctness originally was to protect 
minorities, women, and people with disabilities 
from hate speech and verbal abuse. Today its 
main focus is to create a feeling of  tolerance for 
groups that could be attacked. But, these people 
preaching tolerance are often blatant hypocrites. 
 People who vocalize their opinions against 
liberal points of  views are called many names 
and are attacked for their viewpoints. “Toler-
ance” seems like it only matters when you agree 
with the liberal point of  view, and if  you do not, 
you are intolerant. But isn’t it intolerant to not 
listen to other people’s views?
 Conservative minded people are attacked 
today for sticking to their viewpoints. This is 
more prevalent than ever before. If  someone 
holds a contrary opinion on touchy subjects, like 
gay marriage, transgender rights, or even abor-
tion, they are pegged to be bad people. Politics 
are a touchy subject, and political correctness was 
created to subdue verbal altercations. In our at-
tempts to make things more fair, we have actually 
softened the world.

political correctness:  
the avoidance, often 

considered as taken to extremes, of forms 
of expression or action that are perceived to 
exclude, marginalize, or insult groups of people 
who are socially disadvantaged or discriminat-
ed against.

 As a senior, I have reached the time in my high school career 
where I have to start filling out scholarships, which requires going onto 
different scholarship websites. For some unknown reason, many of  
these websites are blocked from being used on our chromebooks. A 
recent addition to the endless list of  blocked websites is every students 
favorite tool, Sparknotes. For those who may not know, Sparknotes is 
a way to get summaries or translations for all genres of  books. I know 
that, for me, Shakespeare is one of  the hardest things to understand 
and Sparknotes does a good job of  translating the writing into compre-
hensive terms. I am not trying to cheat my way out of  any assignments, 
I am just trying to understand what I am reading or get a recap of  a 
chapter. While I am grateful to have these chromebooks, as they have 
proved to be great resources, can we just let iBoss go? And while we are 
at it, can we take away GoGuardian, too?

I’m sure every student in the school has witnessed, first-hand, the de-
structive nature of  the iBoss computer security system. There is noth-
ing worse than working on an essay or a research project, and clicking 
on a website, only to see the infamous iBoss page pop up, stopping the 
users in their tracks. While I am sure iBoss can be effective in keeping 
students off  of  inappropriate websites, it is also very good at blocking 
websites that are completely harmless. I was once doing a presentation 
on Chick-Fil-A for my business class and found out that I could not 
google this restaurant because it had the word “chick” in the descrip-
tion. I have also heard of  a student trying to look up a certain car model 
and they were restricted from doing so because of  the word “models” 
being in the search. Yes, I know I can just email the IT department and 
get the website unblocked, but the whole process is frustrating and 
time consuming (and I am not even the one going into the computer 
to make the change). 

by Kendall Runzi
co- editor in chief

iBoss Is not my boss

 One of  the most common arguments is money. High-quality 
drug tests are costly, and with the risk that some of  the test will be 
cheated anyways, schools do not want to spend the funds required 
to test every student. This, however, does not mean that drug testing 
should be limited to a certain group of  students. Instead, schools need 
to consider a new approach.
 Instead of  testing the football team or the softball team on a 
given day, school administration should consider selecting an unan-
nounced date on which they can draw students from the entire stu-
dent body at complete random to participate in a drug test. This would 
counteract cheating, cost the least amount of  money, and if  nothing 
else, at least level the playing field between athletes and non athletes.
 Drug abuse is no light subject. Students of  all categories have 
suffered its consequences, not just athletes. The fact that positive drug 
tests are commonly only tied to loss of  playing time is unsettling, es-
pecially when, in reality, drugs could lose a lot more for a student than 
a few games. Overall, drug tests in school could be a step in the right 
direction, but only if  they are applied across the board.

by Catryn Cattoor
staff  writer

The
World’s 
tooSOFT

Internet safety gone too far
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Take some advice and don’t be a guiri

by Sydney Labruyere 
staff  writer

Before I begin, I must say I’m not a fashion expert by any means, and reading this won’t teach you how to dress 
like a European. In addition, just like how every American has their own style, so do Europeans. Style trends also 
vary from country to country, so take all of  this information with a grain of  salt. However, if  you do find yourself  
in Europe, there are some simple, basic fashion rules that should be followed if  you don’t want to be immediately 
identified as a guiri, that’s Spanish for ridiculous tourist.

Being teenagers, we sometimes get 
the short end of  the stick. Our cred-
ibility with adults is not very high, 
cops typically tend to think we’re 
up to no good, and people gener-
ally perceive us to be “young and 
dumb.” And while many of  those 
things could be considered true, there 
is one thing that they’re forgetting: 
our resourcefulness. Being resource-
ful is really not an option for many 
of  us, because being as young as we 
are, there are things we can’t afford 

 

Ask Daniel... 
We all ponder about all sorts of questions. 
Yeah we might go to a teacher, or a trusted 
adult, but why do that when you could just 
come to me? The most wise, knowledgeable, 
and clever human being to ever exist. I, Daniel 
McWhorter am here for you and all the questions you may have. So 
keep them coming. The question box is outside Mrs. Hueter’s room.

Q: Why is grass green? 
A: Well for starters I’m color blind so it’s a struggle telling that the 
grass is even green. But from what I have learned in all my years of 
science classes, there’s this thing called chlorophyll. Blah, blah, blah 
science. 

Q: What is the most memorable thing you have seen, or heard so 
far this year? 
A: Thing year started out pretty rough I’d have to say. The first day 
consisted of rain showers all day, and getting pulled over by officer 
Nanney. So, yay me! 

Q: When you are at the mall in the shoe department how do you 
determine which pair to buy?
A: I’d like to start by saying that, “Momma knows best”. My mom is 
always my go to when asking about fashion advice, and fun fact she 
picks out about 90% of my outfits. Including my shoes. So, you guys 
can thank Gloria McWhorter for the fun and crazy shoes you see me 
wear. 

Q: If 2 vegans are arguing, is it still considered beef?
A: A vegan argument would consist of both sides arguing over wheth-
er to eat fresh grass from the front lawn, or flowers from the garden 
for dinner. Therefore, argument is completely invalid keeping vegans 
in their place in society. Non-existent.

Beaters, Clunkers, and Hoopties...Oh My!

“When my car was broken, there was 
just one part that needed to be fixed. But 
the problem came into play when they 
couldn’t figure out which part exactly it 
was. I had to disconnect the battery and 
reconnect it just to get the car to start each 
time.”  -Senior Steven Needy

“When I am driving I can’t let my car 
battery get low. I have a monitor on my 
screen where I can see how much ener-
gy is in my battery - if  it gets anywhere 
close to low I have to let off  my brakes 
and gas so that it can recharge.”  
-Junior Kaylin McCoy - 

“My Jeep is fully stocked with a dys-
functional AC system. The lowest 
setting is now the highest, and none 
of  the other ones work. And there’s 
a mouse that rides along.” 
-Senior Bryce Schumer

“Sometimes the steering wheel and 
the ignition lock up, so I have to 
shake the steering wheel really hard 
as fast as I can to get the key to 
turn.”  
-Junior Levi Ebersoldt 

“If  my power chair counts, I sometimes 
have to hit my joystick arm really hard to 
start it.”  
-Cody Bourbon

“My car doesn’t lock plus sometimes the 
steering wheel shakes so bad so I have 
to push my steering wheel in super hard 
to keep it from shaking. Aka why I call it 
baby blue, cause it gives me the blues.”
-Senior Courtney Gremminger 

Europeans never, wear sport shoes, pants, shirts, etc. 
unless they are working out. The gym is the only place 

for sports clothing; oh and 
this includes leggings. Even if  
they’re Lululemon, or some 
other top of  the line brand, 
they are not allowed as street 
wear. This also includes Nike 
running shoes. If  you would 
like to wear a tennis shoe to 

walk around in, you’re going to have to settle for Vans, 
Adidas Superstars, or some other kind of  street shoe, 
but Nikes are never acceptable unless at the gym.

Flip Flops can only be worn in your home or the 
beach, and even at the beach you won’t find too many 

flip flops. Yeah they might be 
cute and only a dollar at Old 
Navy. but they aren’t fash-
ionable. A safe option to flip 
flops are Birkenstocks. Birken-
stocks are always welcome, 
and they’re also a comfy shoe 
suitable for walking, so leave 
the flip flops behind. Leave 

your Chacos at home too. You definitely won’t find 
them on the foot of  any European. 

Cargo shorts are a dead give away that just screams 
YES I’M AMERICAN. So if  
your goal is to fit in, you better 
leave those things behind. 
Regular jean shorts or cotton 
ones are suitable. I’m not re-
ally sure why Europeans don’t 
wear cargo shorts other than 
they are heavily associated 
with tourists.  

Sweatpants, really? Come one guys this is Europe not 
your local Walmart. Not once in my ten months of  

living in Europe did I see a 
single person walking around 
with sweatpants. I uget it, they 
are one of  the most comfort-
able items to wear. If, how-
ever, you do decide to wear 
sweatpants than be prepared 
for second glances. 

Limit your bright colors. Most Europeans wear simple,  
earth tones or faded colors, so bright pinks, reds, and 

oranges should be avoided. 
Neon colors are always a 
no. Plus bright colors draw 
attention to you, and if  
you’re goal is to not appear 
as a tourist than I suggest 
to stay clear of  bright 
tones at all costs.

Rule #1 Rule #2

by Kendall Runzi 
co-editor-in-chief

There are many stories that can be heard floating through the halls of  Jef-
ferson High; between juicy rumors and debatable news, it is hard to deci-
pher what is fact or myth. In addressing some of  the rumors and common-
ly believed myths, hopefully you will learn to not believe everything you hear.

The myths surrounding JHS

1. The Surratts are triplets: You probably know of  Juniors Connor, 
Brayden, and Lauren Surratt. Given they are all in the same grade, with the 
same last name, it is easy to believe that they are triplets. I will even admit that 
I believed this myth until about a year or two ago. But, actually, Lauren and 
Connor are twins, while Brayden is actually a sophomore who skipped a grade, 
15 months younger. 

2. There is a pool under the PAC: I am not sure when this rumor got 
started or who even started it, but it is definitely a myth. If  you are one of  the 
few people who actually believe that there is, in fact, a pool under the Perform-
ing Arts Center, then please take a picture and send it to me next time you go for 
a little swim. I refuse to believe it until I see it. 

3. Coach Atley is the real Mrs. Frizzle: If  you grew up in the 
1990s/2000s, you know about the life-changing cartoon, The Magic School Bus. In 
the show, the teacher, Mrs. Frizzle takes her students on wild bus rides to exotic 
locations. This past year, Coach Atley started driving the track athletes to their 
track meets. Now, if  you have ever seen Atley whip the yellow bullet down Blue 
Jay Way, you would probably think he was Mrs. Frizzle reincarnated. But, despite 
the similarities, this has yet to be confirmed or denied. 

4. There are little earthquakes that hit the school: I know you have 
felt it. You are sitting in class and the floor starts to shake and the walls begin to 
tremble. It only lasts for a few seconds, but it is enough to think there may be an 
earthquake hitting the school. But, never fear; it is most likely the drilling from 
the cement plant. There is also a slight chance that it is Mr. Haug pounding an 
angry fist on his desk because someone didn’t think before he/she hit send. 

5. A Starbucks is opening in Festus: A rumor that has all the soccer 
moms shaking is the Payless in Festus is closing. No, that is not what is getting 
most of  them so excited; the building is rumored to be bought in hopes of  put-
ting in a Starbucks. I heard from someone, who heard from someone else, that 
a Payless employee said these words, but we know how that goes. I suppose we 
just have to cross our fingers and hope for the best. 

Rule #5

Rule #4Rule #3

Rule #6
For some reason or another, we Americans are 
very fond of  our pajamas. Yes, I understand they’re 

comfortable but come on, 
pajamas should never be 
worn outside the bedroom 
let alone your house. Even if  
it’s a quick run to a grocery 
store, or something like that, 
pajamas are just an automat-
ic fashion don’t.

by Madysen Naeger
opinions editor

and therefore have to rely on our 
parents and guardians, to provide 
for us, one of  which being our cars. 
Getting your driver’s license is a rite 
of  passage in every teenager’s life. 
However, not all of  us end up with a 
new Mercedes waiting in our driveway 
on our 16th birthday. I myself  am the 
proud owner of  what my friends have 
rightfully dubbed “The Trap Mobile,” 
my mom-esque 2005 Ford Expedition 
with dents in front and back bumpers. 
An upside to a ‘beater,’ as some 
would say, is the street cred you get 
from whipping into the Walmart 
parking lot at night with your music 

blaring out of  your one functioning 
speaker. Sometimes, life hands you 
lemons. Sometimes, it just hands 
you a 30-year-old pile of  metal with 
no power steering and a broken tail-
light. But no matter what it hands 
you, you can always make the best 
out of  it. So let’s spread a little love 
for our cars this year, shall we? Af-
ter all, if  they’re anything like mine, 
they have been with us through some 
~interesting~ times. This one goes 
out to all the beaters, the jalopies, 
the clunkers, and the hoopties. I see 
you out there, you’re the real ones.
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Ben Breeze 

What do you like most about football at R-VII? 
  “The brotherhood. At R-VII there is definitely family.  
 It helps me play better.”

What will you miss most about high school cross country? 
“I will miss the meets, the team bonding and getting better together.”

Football player

Fall sports finish seasons strong

by Jacob Bridges, Taya Allen, and Laney Smith
staff  writers

Cross Country
The Jefferson R-VII girls cross country finished strong this 
year, placing third at the Missouri State Class 2 Girls Cross 
Country Championship in Jefferson City on Nov. 3. This was 
Jefferson’s first state championship plaque in cross country. 
“I am extremely proud of  the girls’ third place finish,” said 
head coach, Mollie Rhodes.
 Senior Jordan Heacock was the only girl to individually 
medal, finishing 11th and earning all-state status. “It was a 
good race, and I’m really happy about our team placing” said 
Heacock.
 According to Senior Anna Heacock, the hardest race this 
year was the Festus meet. “The competition was tough, but 
the course was harder.” The boys cross country team, while 
young, had a few individual successes in junior varsity. Soph-
omore Bradley Glass medalled in his junior varsity race at 
conference. 

Football
   The Jefferson R-VII football team was 9-2 this year and had 
the best start to the season in school history. The biggest win 
and most bittersweet win, by far this year was St. Pius. “Any-
time you can beat St. Pius is awesome for our school. Also 
we are Pius’s only loss,” said head coach Alex Rouggly. The 

Blue Jays defeated the Lancers 20-6 with two fourth quarter 
touchdowns from the Blue Jays. Even though the great start 
gave hope to the team going into Valle week was the tough-
est loss on the year. There was so much hype going into the 
game and the game was much closer this year than previ-
ous seasons. The Blue Jays ended up losing  “Valle was the 
toughest loss. Defensively we played great, but offensively we 
couldn’t move the ball,” said Rouggly. The Jays lost the hard 
fought game 20-0. The highlight of  the Blue Jays season has 
been their overall progression from week to week as a team. 
The Jays defeated Malden 43-8 in the first round of  districts 
but unfortunately fell to Caruthersville 30-7 in the second 
round of  district play. Coach Rouggly’s hope for next season 
is for the juniors this year to become better leaders on and 
off  the field, “If  we can do that we won’t miss a beat,” said 
Rouggly.

Softball
The Jefferson softball team went 6-17 this year finishing just 
over .350. However, as most people know, records don’t always 
define success. The determined team composed of  strictly 
underclassmen defeated West County mid-season, shaking 
up the district and earning themselves a spot as the #4 seed 
in the district tournament. Although the postseason didn’t 
go as planned, Head Coach  Robert Kuehnle, says that the 
highlight of  the season was “The overall growth of  the pro-
gram showing signs that we have the foundation to build on 

for the future.” The team plans to work hard in the weight-
room during the offseason and come out firing on all cyli 
ders in the first game next season with 5 returning seniors. 

Volleyball
The volleyball team started strong with a record of  19-1 
but finished the season 30-7 placing second at districts. 
The Blue Jays had so many great wins this season on the 
court, but some standout wins were against Ste. Gen, 
Perryville and their revenge games against Festus and St. 
Pius X. “We have only beat Ste. Gen one other time and 
we beat Perryville, who we have never beat. We got our 
revenge against Festus too at their home tournament,” said 
head coach Tara Fish. The toughest loss against the season 
was to St. Pius X in regular season. Anytime a team loses 
to Pius at our school it is always a tough loss, but this one 
stung more. “We knew we didn’t play our game,” said Fish. 
The Blue Jays pushed the defending state champions to 
three sets. But, in the semi-final game against St. Pius X, 
the Blue Jays outplayed the Lancers in an intense two-set 
win. “The whole season has been really great with the 
girls working so hard as a team,” said Fish.  “Next year my 
hope is that our team continues to grow and I look for-
ward to having Coach Nagel back at it with us full time,” 
said Fish.

 Jordan Heacock
    Cross Country Runner
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Seniors Anna Heacock and Jordan Heacock, Juniors Cheney Ervin and Josephine Mijarez, and Freshmen Katie Deevers, Chelsea Badger, and Hannah Wigger finished first at Districts, 
clinching a team spot at state. Senior Andrew Graves runs the ball for a 1st down against the Roosevelt Roughriders. Senior Gracie Fish, volleyball. Sophomore Sydney Stewart, softball. 
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521 N. Truman Blvd.
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by Catryn Cattoor
staff  writer

by Jenna Courtois
sports editor

Coaches’  
catchy 

catchphrases

Jefferson R-VII fans are changing the way they 
get their sports. Instead of  waiting for the week-
ly newspaper to arrive, they can now read about 
the game on Twitter, often within a few hours, 
thanks to Ameritime Sports.  
 According to the man behind it all, Todd 
Gurnow, the timely manner of  Ameritime Sports 
is what makes it so unique.  “Most communities 
have a weekly newspaper situation, so in many 
cases, fans have to wait several days to read about 
their favorite athletes and teams. Through Amer-
itime Sports, a fan can read about those athletes 
and teams, usually less than 24 hours after the 
event has happened,” said Gunrow. 
 Detailed articles are published shortly 
after every high school sports competition, and 
the feedback regarding the Ameritime Sports ar-
ticles has been positive. The players seem to en-

sport athlete in high school,” said Gurnow. “I’m 
a sports fanatic. The athletes and coaches work 
very hard, and they make a lot of  sacrifices, so 
they deserve recognition.”   Gurnow says that 
the Jefferson High School events are some of  
the most viewed on the website. 
 Currently, Jefferson is one of  only three 
schools being covered by Ameritime Sports. 
“Todd asked us and two others schools if  he 
could write for our sports programs, free of  
charge to get Ameritime Sports started,” said 
Mr. Jason Dryer, athletic director. In addition, 
Gurnow currently writes for Hillsboro and Ste. 
Genevieve.
 Gurnow enjoys writing about high school 
kids and the satisfaction they get from seeing 
their name in a story. “I like to make people 
happy. The way we do things here at Ameritime 
Sports makes it very personal. Parents, friends, 
grandparents, relatives...this gives all of  these 
people an exclusive look at their kids, their 
friends, the people they love.” 

Ameritime sports gets positive reviews
by Colby Ott

staff  writer

joy it most though, as the articles always feature 
information, stats and quotes from the players. 
Gurnow reaches out to students for quotes in 
the stories. “I think it is awesome we have a news 
source writing about us and our sports,” said Se-
nior Tommy Moon. “It’s nice to see more players 
get recognized.”
 Gurnow has also received many positive 
comments from non-athletes. “There has been 
very positive feedback from the school and com-
munity and also from the surrounding area. I am 
humbled how much people appreciate what’s be-
ing done,” said Gurnow. “They [athletes] go out 
of  their way to thank me, and they do everything 
they can to help me out with quotes and com-
ments,” said Gurnow. “The coaches have been 
tremendous too, especially at Jefferson.”
 Gurnow, a recently retired English and 
journalism teacher from Festus High School, 
started Ameritime sports in August. Gurnow has 
been around sports all his life and has firsthand 
experience what it takes to win.  “I was a three-

speakout:  

We all have our own catchphrases. Similar to 
Mr. Haug’s, “Think Before You Hit Send,” 
many of  Jefferson’s fall sport coaches have 
developed their own unique “catchphrases.” 
From greetings to motivation, these are just a 
few examples of  the sayings that have stuck 
over the past season. 

Coach Kuehnle referring to 
anything done quickly:
-  “El gato” meaning “the cat” in 

English
warning when front tossing:
- “uno mas” meaning “one 
more” in English

Coach Rouggly to anyone under 
any circumstance: 
- “Hey bud”
referring to mandatory holiday 
practice:
- “We labor on Labor Day”

Coach Atley says:
- “It’s always game day”
- “The hay is in the barn”

Coach Casey when a field goal 
is blocked: 
-  “Pizza time!”

Coach Nagel referring to the angles 
of  your arms when passing the ball:
- “It’s all about the angles”
when someone makes a mistake:
- “Fix it and forget it”

What did senior night mean to you?

sports

Coach Rhodes’s tender reminder:
- “No Excuses.”

Coach Grither to balance Coach 
Rhodes’s discipline:
- “Come on, kiddos”

Coach Rothweiler because no one 
deserves to win on a special night
- “Let’s ruin a senior night.”

Coach Grass any time volleyball is 
mentioned:
- “Track and Smack”

“Senior night is a final 
celebration of all I’ve 

contributed to the school 
and is finished off with a 

goodbye group cry.”

Senior Alexis 
Alford, 
dance

“It meant closing 
a chapter in the 

book we call life.”

Senior Rylie 
Hux,  

cheerleading

“It was shocking 
that it was my last 

football season as a 
Jefferson Blue Jay.”

Senior Brandon 
Floyd,  

football

“It was my last home game, 
the last time to run out in 

the big tunnel, and the last 
time play on our court with 

my teammates.”

Senior Ashley 
Edmond, 
volleyball

“I told my mom 20 
minutes before. I  

kind of forgot about it.”

Senior Collin 
Gosnell, 

cross country

Boys Girls
Squat Power Clean Bench Squat Power Clean Bench

Brandon Floyd
520 lbs.

Dakota Jakoubec
315 lbs.

Andrew Graves
355 lbs.

Catryn Cattoor
260 lbs.

Catryn Cattoor
155 lbs.

Catryn Cattoor
150 lbs.

 

the weight of  
124 basketballs

 

the weight of  
97 iPads

 
 

the weight of  
1,179 muffins

 

the weight of  107 
darth vader masks

  

the weight of  52,910 
table tennis balls

 
 

the weight of  a bunch 
of  7,860 roses
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 Swole patrol



A
If  you guessed mostly A’s, Night-
mare before Christmas (1993): 
You are indecisive on pretty much 
everything and end up going both 
ways on most arguments. You 
don’t always speak your mind, but 
whatever you say is somewhat 
important. You get overwhelmed 
easily but know that everything will 
work out with time.
 

EB
If  you guessed mostly B’s you 
got the classic: Halloweentown 
(1998): You are underrated, but 
have a bright personality. You 
value family time, but you are 
also quite independent. You work 
diligently and don’t let others 
trample on you. You like to joke 
around and always look on the 
positive side.

Spooky Season  
Halloween may have come and gone, but students are still remembering some of their scariest Halloween 
moments.  So grab your broomstick and put down your pumpkin spice latte, while we go over tricks, treats, 

and everything ~spooky~.

Kaylin McCoy
“Last year I went to Creepyworld with 
a group of  friends. We were walking 
through this tunnel and it was light. 
The lights turned off  then back on 
and I caught a glimpse of  something 
in the corner of  my eye. The lights 
came on and off  again and the person 
was about 5 feet in front of  me. The 
lights go off  again and come back 
on and the person was standing right 
in front of  my face and screaming. 
I peed myself  and I don’t think I’ve 
ever been more terrified.”

Vanessa Forister Lauren Surratt
“When I was about 6 years old my 
family went to Fright Fest and Con-
nor had the bright idea for us to buy 
tickets for the scariest haunted house 
there. We were probably no further 
than 1/5 of  the way through when 
over the speaker system I heard 
“Lauren, I like your purple jacket” in 
an eerie voice. All 3 of  us were already 
scared and that made it even worse! 
We wound up getting to go out an exit 
midway through the haunted house 
and the three of  us definitely had 
some tears in our eyes.”

Kylee Binz
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The fall season is perfect for spending a night at home and trying to scare yourself  silly, all for “the culture”. Whether you are spending Halloween night 
with friends or are having a self-care night to yourself, find out which movie to watch, based off  your personality.

1.    Pick a candy:
A. Candy corn 
B. Peanut butter cups
C. Gummy bears
D. Straight chocolate

2.  Describe your Halloween mood:
A. Not the best holiday
B. Yes, I do have a Halloween mood
C. Don’t care
D. I’ve been ready since April 
E. I don’t want to go to a haunted house, but…

3. Pick a spooky scary object:
A. Toe nails… ew 
B. Jack-O lanterns... nuff  said 
C. Me... 
D. Skeletons...duh
E. 7… that boy ate 9 

5.   Find a house to go trick-or-treating at:
A. A house where you have to tell a joke to get 
candy- it’s good spirited 
B. A highly-decorated house- they have to have 
full size candy, right?
C. Walmart the day after- save yourself  the time
D. Anywhere with children- everyone gets more 
candy with them around
E. Your friend’s house who forgot it was Hallow-
een- they are giving out cash

 

Which Halloween Movie Are You?

Got your answers? See which movie you match up with:

4. Pick a costume:
A. Scooby-Doo Gang
B. A domino
C. Sriracha bottle
D. Shrek
E. Table cloth ghost 

C D
If  you guessed mostly C’s you got 
Ghostbusters (2016):  You like to 
have fun, even when no one else 
is. You try to be unique and woke, 
but aren’t really sure what is hap-
pening most of  the time. Others 
may think you are obnoxious, but 
it doesn’t matter as long as you are 
having a good time.

If  you guessed mostly D’s Bee 
Movie (2007): This isn’t a Hallow-
een movie, but it is pretty scary. 
This option fits you as you tend to 
step out of  the box and get wild. 
You are willing to do your own 
thing and gain a following regard-
less. Your style is as bold as your 
character.  #savethebees. 

“I went to Fright Fest with Daw-
son (Jakoubec) and I told him to 
hold both of  my hands because 
when people scare me I tend to 
hit them as my first reaction. We 
went into the blackout haunted 
house and the first guy who scared 
me got my foot between his legs. 
He dropped to the floor and I felt 
really bad and said I was sorry but 
all he said was, "Don't worry, I 
needed that."

“I work at one (Creepyworld), 
and it’s been definitely something. 
Like I have chased people out of  
the houses or made them quit the 
attraction early. I also got to play as 
movie characters such as Georgie 
from It and filmed by a radio show. 
However, the most hilarious thing 
that happened was that I accidently 
ran and fell into a fountain. I had 
to get helped out of  there in front 
of  customers.”

A Haunting Experience 
The Darkness - The price of  
admission is $25 and will take 
you 30 minutes to an hour to 
complete the haunted house. It 
includes a zombie haunted house, 
a zombie laser tag attraction, and 
a 3 minute escape attraction. The 
Darkness was also rated the best 
haunted house in America and 
the last night of  the season is  
November 4. 

Creepyworld - This year Creepy-
world has 13 haunted attractions. 
The two new attractions this year 
are Camp Blood and The Monster 
Midway. It is the biggest and lon-
gest haunted attraction in America. 
Visitors are led through a variety of  
houses that are sure to get a scream 
out of  the bravest of  souls. Price of  
admission is $25 and the last night of  
the season is November 10. 

Lemp Brewery/House of  Occult/The 
Abyss - House of  Occult is a new attraction 
under Lemp Brewery this year. This year 
the all-new Lemp Brewery is longer than 
ever before. Participants must walk down a 
spiral staircase and make the terrifying trek 
through a 100 ft underground tunnel with 
no light or assistance. If  participants cannot 
handle the intensity, they are told to scream 
“William Lemp” to get escorted out. Price 
of  admission is $25 and the last night of  the 
season is November 3. 

Six Flags Fright Fest - Fright Fest 
offers a variety of  places to get scared 
including several haunted houses and 
scare zones located throughout the 
park. The worst of  your nightmares 
lurks around every corner. You can 
even sign up for the “coffin chal-
lenge” in which you would spend 
30 hours locked in a coffin with one 
6-minute bathroom break an hour, 
and all meals in the coffin.

One of  the most popular Halloween season activities is visiting haunted houses. Though the Halloween season is almost over, there is still 
time to go to haunted houses. St. Louis is a popular spot for terrifying encounters and experiences, regardless of  your desired level of  fright.

If  you guessed mostly E’s you 
got It (2017): When it comes 
to jumping on the bandwagon, 
you’ll for sure be second (you 
probably gained interest in this 
film because your friends were). 
You live in the moment and do 
not look back. Even though 
you’re not as tough as others 
paint you to be, you’re a classic.

by Kendall Runzi 
co-editor-in-chief


